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On Dec. 19 the Colombian news media maintained a 24-hour "silence" in protest of the murder
of Guillermo Cano Isaza, director of the country's most prestigious daily newspaper, EL
ESPECTADOR. Cano was shot to death on the evening of Dec. 17. In the past nine months, 24
other journalists were killed, result of certain media exposes, particularly of persons associated
with drug trafficking. Many Colombians joined the news reporting profession in mourning Cano's
death, and in demanding that the authorities take action immediately to locate and prosecute
responsible parties. In the past year, assassinations of leftist leaders and politicians have also
become commonplace. On Dec. 18, the Workers Unitary Confederation (CUT), representing 75% of
the country's trade unions, urged members to stage 30 minute work stoppages on the following day
in order to participate in protest marches alongside media workers. A policeman in Bogota informed
Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA on Dec. 19 that traffic in the capital city was only half of
normal levels. Meanwhile, the Colombian police were engaged in an intensive anti-drug trafficking
operation. Article 28 of the national constitution was suspended Dec. 18, permitting detention
without legal warrant. On the same day, five presumed drug smugglers were killed in a shoot-out
with security forces in a wealthy northern suburb of Bogota. Commander of the Secret Service (F-2),
Col. Orlando Pena Angarita, said they died during a military operation aimed at locating Cano's
killers. Instead of surrendering to military officers when ordered to do so, he said, they responded
by gunfire.

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

